Presumably due to the speed of publication, we are asked to accept a very poor typeface which differs from one contribution to another. There is lack of uniformity in references and other aspects of presentation. It is not a book that most clinicians would want to buy but it may have a place as a reference volume in the next few years.
PHILIP F SCHOFIELD

Editorial Representative
Section of Proctology In the first 60 pages the authors have given in to the urge to write a text book, rather than concentrating on the concept of an atlas depicting surgical procedures. A clearer text would have been achieved if these data had been correlated to the excellent diagrams and colour photographs. The various procedures described in the atlas run into one another, with no break or subheadings to show that the subject matter is changing. The opportunity might also have been taken to introduce research data in a diagrammatic form that related to some of the procedures described. A good example would be the arguments for and against mucogingival and osseous surgery.
The success of periodontal surgery, no matter which techniques are employed, depends totally on the maintenance care postoperatively and it is unfortunate that no data on this subject are presented. The bibliography is sketchy and totally ignores important papers published in European journals of periodontology.
Although this book invites considerable criticism, it nevertheless has a wealth of information for any dentist with an interest in periodontology. The symposium comprised eight presentations which are printed in full and which deal jnter alia with aetiology of periodontal disease, methods of plaque control, diet and nutrition in the prevention of periodontal disease, patient motivation and prevention programmes in practice.
The volume presents no new concepts and adds little to the wealth of literature on the prevention of periodontal diseases. However, the papers do provide a useful review of current thought and practice. Readers may well find the style of a number of the papers verbose and at times they will be irritated by the recurrent tendency to over emphasize the obvious.
The book is sparsely illustrated but the standard of presentation of the text and tables is high. The book will be useful to practitioners who wish to update themselves on the modern approach to periodontal practice.
M N NAYLOR
Editorial Representative
Section of Odontology The authors of this report are to be congratulated on the cool impartial way in which they have investigated the available evidence and exposed so effectively the mock-belief of the Government that there is such a thing as a nuclear war equivalent of the 1939-45 Air Raid Precautions. When one realizes that the 58-megaton H bomb exploded by the USSR in 1962 was roughly the equal of 3000 Nagasaki bombs, and that the largest city in the world would be completely demolished by an H bomb of 10 megatons, the statistical ploys of the Home Office vanish into the rarefied atmosphere of what Norman Angell described as the 'great illusion' . Not only would millions be killed, those who survived would live a life of penal purgatory when for months on end -and all too many for years -they would either die a slow death from untreated irradiation or burns, or would suffer from communal disease and starvation. Medical and paramedical personnel who managed to reach them -often after weeks rather than dayswould have neither drugs nor nursing facilities to alleviate their lot.
To attempt to alleviate this apocalyptic forecast by suggesting that nuclear war could be gradual rather than complete is simply adding insult to injury so far as the available .evidence is concerned. The medical effects of nuclear war are such that the human race would be consigned to the traditional limbo for many generations to come. To raise any hopes of medical salvation is the quintessence of dishonesty.
WAR THOMSON
Editorial Representative
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